German and French

man has a leathern pad on every pointed word: he wears his
sword in the scabbard, and has no need to tame his wit lest
.he hurt his opponent.                 LUDWIG BORNE, 1822-1823

The German smokes, for he has a full heart and idle hours;
the Frenchman, whose heart is not full, has no idle hours; so
he does not smoke. The German smokes, for he loves to
dream, thinking without thought; but the Frenchman thinks
only thoughts, and asks his wandering mind, like a passport
official: Whither? To what place? For how long? In what
company?                                   LUDWIG BORNE, 1822-1823

The German learns much and forgets much; the Frenchman
learns less and forgets nothing. Day after day his social
life stimulates his drowsy thirst for knowledge; and he learns
because it is pleasant to learn. But the life which the German
leads in his study is like a fruit preserved in sugar or vinegar.

LUDWIG BORNE,   1823

In Germany the paths that lead from science to life are few
in number, and impassable. The scientific wealth of the
French is perhaps a hundred times smaller than that of the
Germans, but it is just as effective; for while in France the
capital is turned over a hundred times, in Germany it is
turned over only once. The Frenchman, indeed, knows no
more than what he says and writes; but he says and writes
all that he knows, and repeats it every day. In Germany we
starve out of sheer superfluity.             LUDWIG BORNE, 1823

Nature intended the Germans to think, and not to write, and
if she were true to her intention she would issue her ideas in
the raw state and have them elaborated by the French and
English. While in France the most beggarly ideas are always
cleanly and handsomely dressed, so that they have the entr6e
into good society, in Germany the richest scholars wrap
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